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lamation Standards
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from its ec

mtiatd t\Ezmd COn m!

. the d( an-outs of which are
exen ;1 from the requirements of
SMARA. This

;*;s‘opzsz'ed or circulation as part of the
¥

s fanguage 1s being

regulatory process. The board

sulation is

conciuded a ne

necessary to clarify both PRC §2714
exemplion language and the recently
issued Attorney General’s opinion
(Mo, 95-502) on flood control
projecis.

can be formal

desire 1s that the [

fasa pulc

which of those p

“The removal of post construction

aecuniplaied marerials from a
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responsible public agency approved,

FRALGC d, e g rineered constructed

Sacility intended for the purpose of

wetter relention or debris retention, or
Jrow a flood

WHET CONVeydanee, where

the post extraction condition. capacity

or grade of the facility or convevance
does not exceed the as-built desion
Sp

cifications comained in the

approved documents for the facility or

convevance, shall be exempt from the

provisions of the Act

ons or comments on the

For tgazu

the board

ICESONRNG

ARA exemptions
‘ i,‘(‘;ili’;'if%;ii?t‘t issues will be
fﬁi\Ei e,

reviewing reclamation cost estimates
and Hnancial assurance mechanisms.
Planned workshop dates are ag
ollows:

September 26, 1996 Susanville
October 17, 1996 Eureka
October 24, 1996 Bishop
November 6, 1996 Nevada City
November 13, 1996 Sonora
Eum%zu 75 1997 Sacramento

Riverside
San Jose

Aprit 2 Merced
April 24, 1997 San Luis Obispo

Locations were sele
toy Hmit dri

=i an attempt
time for most planners

o :spprmim;zt@;}f two hours one way
that some of our fess-
frequented regions had th
opportunity
SRCOUT

and to ensure

host a workshop., We

GgC CVeryone o reserve space

i advance because some locations

[ have Tited seating capacities.

While only

these 1O workshops are
)

1996-97 fiscal vear,

planned for the
OMER plans to continu
i

ue the workshop
the next year to
regions which

s not be cony

wently se

irrent schedule. For questions
r 1o make

P Carolyn

r«:g;m%mz} the ﬁa.‘miml‘m;m ¢
your reservation
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me/ issue u/( {fwm,
sey. published by the California
pariment of Conservation's

fi
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a‘uHGtﬁ’zz.E;z Bas been an

al
y

wres thr

re zzti"wst d im' Eama%. trade
Wars

hat native f’[ i

L ecologica

yart of

and the U.S. Forest Service have
specific mguirm';mm for the
conservation and maintenance of

native p%;mz«t on mined fands.

In California, the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act establishes legislation
that requires mined lands to be
rechimed o a usable condition. Under
AB 3551 and AB 3903, revisions to
SMARA require state
for the reclama émn of min
mcluding Lté ifo

swide standards

ed fand,

Regulations S

requires natly ¢ plant §

for revegetation excey

the go mation should be
determ e oany n‘i's;z@‘ui tation

i us

lamation is eroston control until the
Fhe plan

stte s developed.

best sutted for short-term eros

iy reciaminlion «
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surveys of nearby reference areas can

wionist in dev

assist the
a paletie of re

eloping
eltion species.

Once specific p%‘mt species have been
chosen for the revegetation project,

the seed can be cmi!u"wd from the site
by min
collector, or purchased from

e personnel or @ contract seed
commercial sources. I seed s
0@ Comm
important to know the

ereial seed

seed and obtain seed

> geographic location as

v\'i;zw o1 (m" near)

the site. Use of nonle mi plants for
revegetation can resuft pum%\
] plant m“wﬂ;w genets
i n. The resulis of
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Elin D Miller

Sometimes i o gfn:g"szm\‘ fite there
COMEs & pmm where the path ¢
must guickly

chosern
hange to take advantage
ui‘»z. unforeseen opportunity. My own
life recently took this course. T was
unexpecte ifu,’ offered p(mz%me in

Indiana as the Director of Government

and Public Affairs with DowElanco, a
joint venture between El Lilly and
Dow. After much thought and
constderation, [ decided to accept the
offer,

thave greatly enjoyed the chance to
work at the Department of
Conservation, and to meet and work
W nh each of vou. Working to
plement programs as complex as
Im% created under the Surface
Mining and Reclamation Act is both
challenging and rewarding. My

respect for the commitment and talent

of't Ea ose serving in local government
during a time of diminishing resources

has grown even stronger

during my

ef tenure here.

p

i that T am leaving the
Department in good hands under the
1
H

cadership of B. B. Blevins. Recent

feel confide

efforts to improve and enhance

Fall 1996

communication with our constituency
groups will continue to grow and
flourish under B.B.'s guidance. A
series of mined land xuhmmnm
workshops will go on as planned.
Likewise, the one-on-one contact we
have begun with ecach of the counties
will continue: our plan is to speak
with all lead agencies by the end of
this calenda

year,

The mroads we've made toward better
working refationships with focal
government do not just reflect one
director’s goa ut rather the goals of
f‘w such, itis

;”‘

the Department.

important we all move forward.

U > the
Department of Conservation. | wish
vou all well and thank you for the
nity to work with vou on

itwas a difficult decision 1o leas

oOpporii
mine-related issues.

Hum tment of

won Dirvector Elin D Miller

asencies and mine

,xui SHce fa%%‘
in 1991 for all
ors (o I

he §7L‘§'52§ g

enforcement progran
e m four

ently do
plans will be offe

yoar

parts: first, mines

that curr not have reclan
red one final
opportunity to show good faith

vards obiainimy ;

back on then

good faith sche

operator 1s not responsive 1o this final

opportunity, the Department will issue
Fovv it e

2]
tient

place fiancial assurance

months of receiving the Depuartment’s
notice will be requested of operators
Again, fack of response 1o this

sa;smuzwne will result moan

admimistratiy ¢ pena

partment will work with

the state attorney general 1o seek

closure actions ¢

st those fe
mimes that have fatled to meet the
sments of their

3

stipulated

jmwo ments from earlier

administrative penalties.

Fourth, the Department will again
consult with the attorney ycnm‘;ii‘
s that have
el 0;7‘3?‘21‘&&);‘
This m;zy involve leg

seek f'a,%cé;zm;zé;{m wi min
been abandoned by 1

sinee 1976,

action L%i:u St W

vy operators
who can be za?cmzﬁ'icd

Ory both the reclamation plan and
finacial assurance good faith

will be asking the

mmmtw rs 1o coordinate with their lead

ttis eritical for the success

Srators o

per z,m;cs;

fead agencies and © perators

;z«‘m‘! udmn stratiy

©

Y mgc%ém' fomeet 5

A

ements, As always, OMR

yme your calls and guestions
regs miz 1o mdividual mines or problem
arcas,

Denniy £ O Brvans

Assistant Director
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Reclamation Tips
(Continued from page 2)
When native plants are used, the best
policy is to collect plant materials from
on or near the site. Therefore, plant
materials for each of the designated
species should be obtained from the
same region as the project site. Some

general guidelnes are that the seed

should be collected within the same
Mzw»%;u as the project site, within
SO0 feet elevation of the site, zmd on

the same :zs;wci and soil type.

The tming of seed colle

e and
nt, rols, or s

Seed has to be collected when rig

Before it falls fr

nzz%%w plants don't

caten. Seeds o

usually all ripen at once. Therefore,

the collector has to visit the planis, take
samples, decide when the greatest
quantity o
collect. This
more than
site, In addition, the seed guality may

 seed is mature, and then
s process usually takes

one visit to the collection

vary between stands and between

vears. Therelfore, seed may need to be

m%i ted over more than one vear.
Clare a!m@ Id be taken to obtain a

diverse collection by collecting seed
from more than one stand with
collection region, collecting seed from
ndividuals within a ¢

irely stripping a ;’)%emiy

muftiple

revity 1s the len xm of time

¢
i

the seeds will remai

le o

The }mnﬁovii; ol seeds @f {‘mmmm
: .
i

piuma \mh asm mnh TS wé the
iy, can live for 30 v
slants, su

s family, produce seeds

pea Tam cars,

f;E‘s as members of

live for uné\; a few hours, They die in

the witd unless they are dispersed to a
OISt .\;uhx« fike a stream bank.
Determine tha:: %msgm ty of yvour seeds

and plan (o use these seeds betore

they are no longe

Some plants do not produce o large

¢
{
H
i

seed crop each y nstead, these

ction 1s critical.

plants may produce more seed one
year than another, or not produce any
seed at all. Pe:rmdicizv 15
when some plant spect
more seeds one year EI i the next.
Fir, juniper, pine, cedar, and oak are
examples of trees that pmdaécc Em‘ga
crops of seed at different frequencies.
These plants produce seed at two- o

a condition
es produce

nine-year intervals, Homay be
necessary for the seed co mum o

ent seed
Bicw d.

wait @ year or two until sul
is roduced before seed i

e method of harvesting

The most flexil

These seeds

i
frutt or seeds is by hand.
id

can be harvested directly into a
container or apron t%m i carried or
ker, Hihe

[
fall from the plant % e branc Ms can be
1
i

wormn by the pi g readily

shaken to Emm‘n E,Ezc wui\\ which fal
into the receptacle. Simple handtools
such as shears and rakes, as well as

wire hooks to pull the

cutters mounied on poles, can greatly

fmbs closer and

increase the amount of seed collected.
When larger quantities of seed wre
m}uig,ei mechanical methods such as
vacuums and shakers can facilitate the
seed collection effort.

Some witdflower seeds are wind

dispersed or borne in capsules that

when mature, « h isce mwt%wh;zrga

i

%fmg seeds. Calit ;x,pr« and
i

upine are g,\zza;}piw ui seed:
H

released from the plant.

s o wonderful strategy

sal of the species, this

TS &

OIC TESPONSE Presy

v seed cotlectors.

can tarp the grou wi {0

edds, put bags around the

hat are clipped ¢ M« dto
trap the seed, or collect seed just

ore 1t dehisces from the seed

v bags, gunny

bags that allow maximum air flo

optimal for transporting seed until it

4 bags are not

fasi

can be cleaned. |

FECOMIMend se they hold i
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the moisture and encourage the
growth of mold.

Once harvested the seed should be
dried, cleaned and stored
appropriately.
E reduce the chances of fungal
cleaning.
( leaning seed, often referred to as

Dry seed 15 necessar

nfestation and to aid in

threshing.

educes storage volume and

FROISTHTe, INCTesses &

curacy
regarding the armnount of seed 1o be
placed on the site, diminishes the
possibility of contamination with
and minimizes the

chances of fungal or insect infestation.

weed species

Cleaning entails r'smwmg the seed

from the stems and chaf?, and seeds of

another species. Seed v
cmgl; time, but with
er storage this effect can be

deteriorate thr
P ng
mimized.

mi

W EmR

A/
N P
. m,m
s .
are 4 variety ol issues that come

before the State Mino
1

and Geology
Boar %fv%md to the Surf:

M }i

md Reclamation Act «

ilay business

(only one o

under which the board

v with specific respo
the board may:
sulatio

15 (slafe

1
sment the statufe

Continned on page S
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“ certify fead agency mining
yrdinan
with SMy

u mwm e certain mineral

in mnpim

classified lands as having *cgmnai! oF

statewi

¢ ecconomic signilicance
s approve mineral fand
classification reports submitted by the

state geologist
: function as a quasi-judicial
t body to hear appeals from

the state or lead agency against them

. provide direction and

guidance to the state geologist

Those items on whi

renders a decision

/one or
nittees.
sty

penalty appeals, wi uh before
the board w;ah(mt prior committes

review,

Iy mieeti

oard ook the

amento, the b

following actions:

 Code
36 }%) and

annual report

REC-2) Alihough the board

approved the regulation through

anches for o

Hviduals on certain actions taken by

tEczz 1 out & portion of the Huerhuero
eek that runs H;muwh Chandler
Rzmcﬁzcx property. The

this request as a one-time event

yoard granted

subject to all lead agency and other
responsible agency permits. In
reviewing this case, the board
concluded that severe envirommental
and property losses were possible to

both Chandler Ranches and

neighboring sites should heavy runoft
occur in this channel; however, tE
board cautionec "mlﬁ Chandler

Ranches and i the Tead agency that
future clean-out operations of this

nature would be subject to SMARA,

4. The '%*;a}zn’d zzpzmmvi DM

Open File Report 96-03, Update of
Mineral Land € fg./.\‘.«;{/nmz(;fi:
Mearerials in the South San

Francisce Beay Production-

Aggregate

Consumption Region. This new
publication from the Department of

Conservation’s Division of Mines and

Geology will be available in a few

weeks.

5. The board cerufied a

15 workinge (o

Frviss BEaternrises,

SO OURLY,

2l1 1996

related issues:

I. The board denied a request
from Lane Ranch for an exemption
‘mm SMARA of its 70t Street Quarry

1 Palmdale, Los Angeles County. The
% oard advised the operator to produce a
reclamation plan
assurances in a timely manner, or

andd financial

reciaim the site according o lead
agency specifications,

Z. The board determined that
proposed carthmoving activities by
Stephens & Asso
Fork of the Hel |
Mendo €‘<mszi},g fm“ the
Kiwanis Redwood Run ¢h

y
| on was exempt from i%w

iates on th

near f* erey,

requireiments of SMARA 1 r PRC
S7714(b), on-sik

operations.

ssiruction

”k proposed mamtenance

activities were very limited in scope,

noncommercial and inf

3. The board formally
certified revised 1

F B O1¢ finances

for the counties ut Santa Cruz and

Amador, and certified an

Fnng
un% nance for Yolo County.
<>/m (; Purrish, f” N33

o Corner” will be a

oo £ sat g
100D ] G RSWeT

;»,/'{}“

/z”fzf/m ,i ariere o

commonly a w/\rw‘ (/ii’//%'iff'}fi%‘

veloated o

the progia
/}/‘I‘ iflf‘ Jeati
OMR with o

_r!r'/u’.l‘mxf's/ i

:,’ vou heive 4;2‘!(“&1//};‘/?»

By N YR Fey
/?/Z//f‘si’ ST /fli:“//l (e

the lead ag

requirements.
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Compliance Corner When? Ataminimum, lead agencies  experienced in fand reclamation (o
Continued from page 5 must inspect operations once per conduct Ehf inspection, as long as the
calendar vear. The inspection must >ctor has not been employed by the
following are some key points to occur within six months of the lead mining operation in any capacity durir
ember when planning mspections. agency's rece i; t of the operation’s the previous year,
annual re . Sinee annual reports are
Why? When creating SMARA the due . ;gi\, riost inspections should Cost? The operator is responsible for
legislature strived to ensure mining oceur between July 1 and December reasonable cost of the inspection.
operations complied with the act. 3L
Therefore. SMARA reauires lead The SMGB~approved surface mining
agencies (o inspect w;n,mnum and o Who? Since SMARA states "the lead imspection report form (MRRC-1) must
determine whether the operation is in agency shall conduct an nspection....” be used for the inspection, and copies

ney stalf can ol the completed inspection report must

<'<>mp1 ance with the reclamation plan chnically, any lead ag
and pe rnit conditions. Also, since émpmt mining operations. Generally, be provided to both the operator and
ncies must annually review i the Office of Mine Reclamation. Lead
s may obtain copies of the
wling the OMR office

s are conducted by planni

fnancial assurance cost estimales, neies

o or code

- lead

spector should compare the

ation's estimate with the on-the

ground conditions 19 the
i Kustic

Principal Compliance Engineer

mspection,

erly publication of the Departm
: ration, 801 K Street, MIS 09-06,

Sacramenta,
http:/fwww.c e purpose of this publication
reclamation tips. as well as changes in

t decisions.




